ATTACHMENT C 
Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application. 

1) (Currently Amended) A movable gripper for machines for the packaging of 
products with stretchable film, placed under a posterior folder having a pusher for the 
expulsion of the packaged product, disposed on a horizontal translation carriage, said 
movable gripper comprising: 

a flat upper jaw, supported by a forked ami, said forked arm pivotally mounted 
upon a forked arm shaft, said forked arm shaft being horizontal and parallel to said 
carriage and rotatably supported by at least a pair of parallel supports int e gra l 
interconnected to the median and lower portion of the carriage; 

a lower jaw supported by lower jaw arm, said lower jaw ami fixed on said forked 
arm shaft; 

a first square lever with a lateral appendix disposed at an end of said forked arm 
shaft, said square lever for the co-operation with a cam for the opening and closing 
operations of the gripper (P); 

an eccentric element keyed on a support shaft, parallel to the forked arm shaft, 
said eccentric element for maintaining the support shaft horizontally or for lowering the 
support shaft, said second shaft rotatably supported by the support; and 

a second square lever located at an end of the support shaft for co-operation with 
the cam which the second square leve r e ncount e rs contacts during movement of the 
carriage, 
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wherein said eccentric element cooperates with a portion of said upper jaw 
extending laterally away from said gripper and a forked portion of the stem of the upper 
jaw in such a manner to control , w i th a doub l e effect action, tho oscillation of the gripper 
around the forked shaft. 

2) (Currently Amended) The gripper according to claim 1 , wherein said eccentric 
element comprises a cylindrical and round section body having a hole, eccentrically 
positioned and parallel to the longitudinal axis of the eccentric element, th e hol e 
traversed b y and the suppo rt shaft upon shaft, upon which the eccentric element is 
fixed , passing through the hole . 

3) (Currently Amended) The gripper according to claim 1 , wherein the eccentric 
elemen t sup e rior l y co op e rates with contacts a bar integral to the lateral portion of the 
fork arm of the upper jaw, said fork supports in opposition to said bar and with the 
interposition of regulation eccentric means, a pin parallel to the support shaft with the 
eccentric element and upon which there is rotatably assembled a roller or bearing which 
co-operates by rolling friction with the lower portion of said eccentric element. 

4) (Previously Presented) The gripper according to claim 3. wherein the bar which 
co-operates with the upper portion of the eccentric element, rotatably supports a roller 
or another suitable co-operation mean with rolling friction with the eccentric element. 
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5) (Currently Amended) The gripper according to claim 1 , wherein the support shaft 
is rotatabiy supported at an end of the support shaft opposite said eccentric element, by 
means of a support placed at the level of a side of the carnage to which said support is 
fixed and on an end of the support shaft which is projecting from said support, there is 
fixed said second square lever upwardly oriented and toward an antor i or front of the 
gripper, provided at the end with a roller, 

wherein when said square lever, in its rest position, is pushed by the action of an 
elastic means resting on a lower retainer integral with said support , the eccentric 
element provides a ma j or an eccentricity force downwardly oriented and the upper jaw 
of the gripper is raised and in contact with the overhanging posterior folder. 

6) (Previously Presented) The gripper according to claim 5, wherein the elastic 
means comprises a pre-loaded needle spring which is wound on a portion of said 
support shaft, said elastic means anchored on one end to a bush fixed on the support 
shaft and anchored with the other end to the posterior support of the carriage which 
rotatabiy can-ies the support shaft and the forked shaft of the gripper (P) . 

7) (Previously Presented) The gripper according to claim 1 , wherein during the 
translation of the carriage, moving close to a distributor of the film, an end roller of the 
second lever moves to co-operate with a front of a fixed cam, upon which front the 
same roller progressively goes up raising said second lever In a vertical position and 
then lowers while said second lever continues in a backwards rotation, aftenvards said 
roller co-operates with a corner zone suitably bevelled of said cam and finally runs 
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along the horizontal lower side of the cam, while said support lever remains backwardly 
oriented, in the condition in which the eccentric element is upwardly oriented with 
respect to the major eccentricity of said element and with the gripper downwardly 
oriented, in the correct position for the co-operation with the distributor D of the 
packaging film. 

8) (Currently Amended) The gripper according to claim 1 , wherein the forked shaft 
projects with both ends from a small annular frame of the support of the carriage, and 
further comprising needle springs wound on said projecting portions and suitably 
pre-loaded, one end of each said needle spring anchored to bushings fixed to said 
forked shaft, and a second end of said needle springs anchored to a terminal fork 
portion of the forked ami in such a manner that the two jaws of the gripper are pushed 
by said springs against each other, with a correct prossuro an appropriate force . 

9) (Previously Presented) The gripper according to claim 8, wherein the first square 
lever is provided at one end with a lateral roller parallel to said forked shaft and that 
during the translation of the carriage, when it is required that the gripper opens, said 
lateral roller runs along the lower side of a third lever downwardly oriented, said third 
lever pivotal along an axis parallel to said forked shaft, a lower end of said third lever 
being provided with a lateral recess, an inter-pivotal point defined by a fourth lever 
projecting under the first lever with an extension portion acting as a trigger, placed in the 
path of said lateral roller and which projects upwardly from said fourth lever with a 
portion having the function of a hook, provided with a lateral appendix which, via an 
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elastic element is pushed to engage a lateral recess of a small vertical and fixed guide 
and via elastic means to upwardly urge said third lever in such a manner that when said 
lateral roller co-operates with said third lever, the lower jaw of the gripper is moved 
away from the upper jaw and when the gripper has arrived opened and in a low position 
in co-operation with said gripper (PD) of the distributor (D) of the film, said lateral roller 
co-operates with the extension portion of the fourth lever and causes the 
disengagement of the hook of this one by the recess, so that said third lever, is raised 
by the action of said elastic means and is stopped with the hook against an elastic 
bumper, while the lower jaw of the gripper is hastily raised and carries the head of the 
film retained by the comb of the film distributor (D), to be fixed between the teeth of said 
jaw, and a strip of rubber of the upper jaw of the same gripper, means being provided to 
re-load in the downwardly inclined position said third lever with the function of cam, as 
soon as said lateral roller has gone beyond said third lever during the displacement run 
of the gripper from the film distributor. 

10) (Previously Presented) The gripper according to claim 9, wherein said third lever 
is disposed in a position which does not interfere with the lateral roller and with said first 
lever during the opening and closing movement of the said gripper, a short fifth lever 
arm is downwardly oriented and having a rounded end or provided with a roller, with 
which is co-operating a cam fixed to the carriage which provides re-loading of said fifth 
lever to function as a cam during the displacement run of the gripper from the film 
distributor. 



1 12LT:1 1293:34817:1 :ALEXANDRIA 



-5- 



claims listing (10/505,364) 



